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Shortgrass

Rancher

Joined: 25 Sep 2006

Posts: 1833

Location: Eastern Colorado

PostPosted: Wed Aug 25, 2010 9:49 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

http://www.triple-c-inc.com/

Go to dealer locator, and you can get a phone# to call for prices. It will vary according to what you are putting it on and how it is equipped for a new unit. I'll bet you might want to look at these used units. My Hydrabed is 20 years old and works like new.
MO STOCKER

Member

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 83

PostPosted: Wed Dec 09, 2009 10:55 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Personally, I prefer a Hydrabed a little over a Deweze. And they are both way ahead of a Bessler. We have had or currently have all of the above. Whatever you do, get the hydraulic pump on the engine. The electric ones are not satisfactory.
jigs

Rancher

Joined: 17 Mar 2005

Posts: 6632

Location: KANSAS

PostPosted: Wed Dec 09, 2009 12:38 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I was of the opinion that the engine driven units get over reved, and blow up, that is why they went to the electric ones... you can drive down the road at 60 mph and lower the electric ones, but the engine driven units need to be idled...

at least that was the reasoning behind my dew eze pump screwing up 9 according to the mechanic)
badroute

Member

Joined: 21 Apr 2005

Posts: 116

Location: Eastern Montana

PostPosted: Thu Dec 10, 2009 9:50 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Without trying to start a fight I would have to strongly disagree with you, MO STOCKER, while I would agree that a Hydrabed is better than a Besler there is no way a Dew-EZe is way better than a Besler, period. I have had three Besler live hydraulic beds and the only reason we got rid of them was that they outlasted the pickup. I do agree live hydraulic are the only way to go. I turn the pump on when the pickup is running under 2000 rpms and never had any trouble. I also have a heated shop so the oil never has a chance to get super cold.

Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Thu Mar 10, 2005 1:52 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

We have an 11' Hydra-bed that works well. It also has an 1800# rated caker (that actually holds 1500#). You can cake a bunch of cows, and while they are "distracted" pull into a stackyard and load up a couple bales and roll them out. On a windy day like today, the rolled out hay stays in place much better than hay fed through the bale processor. Besides, I hate to use the processor on a dry windy day like this, in case a hot bearing might start a fire.

With the Hydra-bed, another available attachment is a post hole digger. I have a dump box, which is made for sand or gravel, but also works well to feed ear corn. It fits behind the caker and holds around 1500# of ear corn, when heaped over the top. This year we are not feeding any ear corn, just two pounds of 40% cake.

The only thing that could be improved is the lid to the Hydra-bed caker. It hinges on the front, and only works with one of our overhead cake bins. We use a Welker caker on another pickup to feed out of the other cake bin.

I would put in a good word for the Hydra-bed, and the quality of their product.
Brad S

Rancher

Joined: 15 Feb 2005

Posts: 1190

Location: west of Soapweed

PostPosted: Fri Mar 11, 2005 11:43 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

If you want post digger/wire winder/flyspray blower, remember to get a 3 spool valve. Make sure you get a hydraulic pump powered off the crankshaft. Those electric over hydraulic power units don't cut it.
I like the simple pto cables of hydrabed better than the the electric solenoid switches on deweze. Reliability is the bottomline, and those solenoid valves cause trouble when yopu least need it.
If you're unrolling hay, then you want the HB style arms that pivot at the bed rather than the deweze that squeezes flat against the entire bale side.

There is a cannonball that has a simple dump bed option than seems cool, but I don't know if I'd ever use it.
All in allI'd rather have a HB than a deweze if they cost the same, but I really like to cake with unrolling high quality alfalfa. Try this, walk up to the flat end of any round bale of alfalfa. rub your hand above the center swirl from left to right and right to left. You'll notice one dirrection is all stubbly while the other dirrection is smoother. This is hard to explain, but if east to west is the sticky dirrection, then unroll to the east and you really save on leaves.

The HB is off patent I think because I saw a Canadian knockoff for arround $5K, that's what I'd look for today.

The 12 gpm pump is the only size HB sells, and the biggest deweze offers - you want the 12 gpm pump.
There is a nkock off deweze from right across the street in Harper that really looks good on a Dodge. It has mounted tool boxes along the sides.

txrancher

Member

Joined: 22 Apr 2008

Posts: 1

Location: Texas

PostPosted: Tue Apr 22, 2008 6:35 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I have a operated a hydrabed & a besler & now own a deweze. the deweze is by far the best bed on the market. some of my neighbors have these other brands and are constantly broke down and no one to help them.
tenbach79

Member

Joined: 22 Dec 2008

Posts: 276

Location: Colorado

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 2:13 pm    Post subject: What Bale bed is the best? Besler, Hydra Bed or Connon Ball 
Reply with quote

I am thinking about putting a bale bed on my pickup and was wandering if anyone has any info on the beds that are out there. Which one is the best for the money?

Also I am looking for some Fall calving Angus cows either hfrs or 3-6 year old cows. Would perfer if they where in Colorado, Kansas or Nebraska.
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Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 7:14 pm    Post subject: Re: What Bale bed is the best? Besler, Hydra Bed or Connon B 


My recommendation would be a Hydra-Bed. We have two that are in use every day. They perform well with vey little maintenance or attention. They are built heavy-duty to stand a lot of use, and are priced similarily to the other brands that you mention.
I don't have any fall pairs for sale, but do have 45 young cows that are being bred to calve in the fall of 2009. We turned two bulls with these cows on November 12th and will probably pull the bulls about January 1st. These good young cows are for sale.
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Big Muddy rancher

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 14944

Location: Big Muddy valley

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 7:27 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I've got a Dew Eze.

I like it but I never had any others. Smile
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Denny

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 4292

Location: Mn usa

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 7:54 pm    Post subject: Re: What Bale bed is the best? Besler, Hydra Bed or Connon B 
Reply with quote

Soapweed wrote:

tenbach79 wrote:

I am thinking about putting a bale bed on my pickup and was wandering if anyone has any info on the beds that are out there. Which one is the best for the money?

Also I am looking for some Fall calving Angus cows either hfrs or 3-6 year old cows. Would perfer if they where in Colorado, Kansas or Nebraska.

My recommendation would be a Hydra-Bed. We have two that are in use every day. They perform well with vey little maintenance or attention. They are built heavy-duty to stand a lot of use, and are priced similarily to the other brands that you mention.

I don't have any fall pairs for sale, but do have 45 young cows that are being bred to calve in the fall of 2009. We turned two bulls with these cows on November 12th and will probably pull the bulls about January 1st. These good young cows are for sale.

I would like to see how they hinge the arms and attach the cylyders on the hydrabed.I've got enough cash to build one but not the $9000 they want for the one sitting in Valentine.
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Cedarcreek

Member

Joined: 23 May 2006

Posts: 460

Location: Eastern Montana

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 8:12 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I've got a Besler. I've had it several years and I like it. Looked at the Hydra-Bed and the Dew-eze but I prefer the Besler.
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Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 8:36 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

One thing I like about the Hydra-Bed is that the same company makes cakers that are compatible with the bale bed. A disadvantage with Hydra-Bed is that when the arms are in the down postion, there is no ledge to help hold items on the flatbed. Both the Besler and the Dew-Eze have ledges in place which are formed from the arms being in the down position. I have heard that the Cannonball has a tendancy to wear out the pins that hold the dumpbox in place. There is a lot of jiggling and vibration that takes place when using the dump truck as a regular ground covering pickup.
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Northern Rancher

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 12153

Location: saskatchewan

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 9:54 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I have an older HydraBed-the new ones have two lift cylinders which is probably a good idea. We bolted a couple tires together to feed pellets with during the drought-you could feed 250 cows in about five minutes with it. We haven't used it for years-was a pretty good workout filling it though lol. The hydraulics on the balebed work alot better than a tractors in this bitter cold.
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Big Muddy rancher

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 14944

Location: Big Muddy valley

PostPosted: Mon Dec 22, 2008 10:08 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

With the Dew Eze I squeeze a 2x6 between the arms to make a tail gate to hold fencing supplies ect. on.
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tenbach79

Member

Joined: 22 Dec 2008

Posts: 276

Location: Colorado

PostPosted: Tue Dec 23, 2008 9:17 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Thanks for the input that you all have givin me. I also seen that hydra bed and besler sell a square bale feeder that mounts on the flat bed. Has anyone ever used this before?
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Triangle Bar

Member

Joined: 24 Jan 2008

Posts: 871

Location: S. Central Colorado

PostPosted: Tue Dec 23, 2008 10:55 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

tenbach79 wrote:

Thanks for the input that you all have givin me. I also seen that hydra bed and besler sell a square bale feeder that mounts on the flat bed. Has anyone ever used this before?

I have a Hydrabed with the bale FLKR. I put up 4x4x8 large square bales and it works real well with them. Like any piece of equipment it takes some practice, to get the bales to flake off the way you want. It's versatile as well, you can feed off in the field or drive along a feed bunk and flake off a bale. I made some large square bale feeders a few years ago and it's easy to drive up to one of these and use the flaker to fill one of the feeders.

One suggestion I would make is that you put your bed on a pretty decent pickup, for the simple reason they are so handy you'll be using it all the time. It'd be kinda like pulling a brand new baler with a break down prone tractor, you'll lose the advantages of your new equipment.

Best of Luck

Buyer

Member

Joined: 18 Dec 2005

Posts: 179

Location: East end of the sandhills

PostPosted: Tue Dec 23, 2008 12:46 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Tenbach

I know where there are some fall pairs. I sent you a pm.
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Brad S

Rancher

Joined: 15 Feb 2005

Posts: 1190

Location: west of Soapweed

PostPosted: Wed Dec 24, 2008 8:36 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I used to live halfway between Hydrabed and DewEze and this was one of my ornry friends favorite "discussions" to start when everyone was consuming adult refreshment. Then he'd giggle all week about the haybed war. Hydrabeds are cheaper. The HB controls are PTO cables where the DE uses electric switches - even wireless now. Lots of ranch country mechanics work on DewEze controls - not a big deal, but a menace. My Hydrabed has wornout several pickups. Hydrabed pivots the arms at the bed which unrolls better than DewEze. Price $100/ton 20% alfalfa against 20% cake and unrolling becomes an issue.

jigs

Rancher

Joined: 17 Mar 2005

Posts: 6632

Location: KANSAS

PostPosted: Wed Dec 24, 2008 10:02 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I had a dew eze and got rid of it. when we went to big square bales, they would not open up enough to grab them long wise, and would not clamp tight enough to hold them narrow wise....

made it useless... I like the "elbow pivot' of the besler and hydra bed, so I may have to get another bale bed sometime.
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Cedarcreek

Member

Joined: 23 May 2006

Posts: 460

Location: Eastern Montana

PostPosted: Wed Dec 24, 2008 11:12 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Big Muddy rancher wrote:

With the Dew Eze I squeeze a 2x6 between the arms to make a tail gate to hold fencing supplies ect. on.

With my Bessler I bolted a couple of short 2 X 4's to one that fits across the bed. They fit in the slot at the back of the bed and keep fencing stuff from coming off. That is the biggest disadvantage of the Hydra-Bed, keeping stuff on the bed. I use a Trip-Hopper cake feeder mounted across the front of the bed.
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Big Muddy rancher

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 14944

Location: Big Muddy valley

PostPosted: Wed Dec 24, 2008 11:16 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Cedarcreek wrote:

Big Muddy rancher wrote:

With the Dew Eze I squeeze a 2x6 between the arms to make a tail gate to hold fencing supplies ect. on.

With my Bessler I bolted a couple of short 2 X 4's to one that fits across the bed. They fit in the slot at the back of the bed and keep fencing stuff from coming off. That is the biggest disadvantage of the Hydra-Bed, keeping stuff on the bed. I use a Trip-Hopper cake feeder mounted across the front of the bed.

I have a 200 gal. heater oil tank with an auger layed in the bottom strapped to the head ache rack or i use a 3 pt hitch feed box chained down to the deck. It sits a little high so a bit tippy in the hills. Surprised
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tenbach79

Member

Joined: 22 Dec 2008

Posts: 276

Location: Colorado

PostPosted: Thu Dec 25, 2008 12:41 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

You all have been great help with this question. Very Happy I just came along this site and thought that I would give it a try and with all this help I just love this site!!

Me and Dad have a Bale King prosser that we feed our round bales with its nice but the cows waste so much of the hay. We put up most of our hay into 3x3 that we sell to horse people around the front range of Denver. Last year we had 800 bales of our first cutting rained on, we had about 7 inches of rain on the hay that was baled out in the field not covered and with those 3x3 they soak up alot of water when their not covered. It took the horse quailty right out of it and the price also Smile . So we sold some for cow hay but we feed the rest for our own cows. We made a trailer that we could put up to 10 square bales on it and feed by hand. That sure put me back in shape by the end of the winter. Very Happy We came across a guy in Oregon that makes a bale wagon that has a square bale feeder that you can put on a old Hesston lose hay stacker, but for the money I think we could put a hay bed on a pickup cheaper and get more use out of it than just during the winter with the feeder.

Well thanks again for all the help, just got done feeding the cows and now its time to go feed myself for christmas, I hope everyone has a safe and happy christmas and a profitable new year!! Very Happy .

Quote:

Theres somethings about Cattlemen that most city people don't understand or don't get to see. They put their animals before them. They get up before the sun to make sure their cattle have made it through the night on a cold winter night, or stay up all night checking on them through a blizzard to make sure that a cow and her newborn calf will make it to the next morning, they get them feed all before they can go inside and rest or eat no matter what time of year it is. So hats off to all the cattlemen and women that sacrifice so everyone can have great quailtiy beef on their table for the holidays. BEEF its what's for dinner.
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PPRM

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 1639

Location: NE Oregon

PostPosted: Thu Dec 25, 2008 1:11 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Jigs,

It was nice to read the comments form someone who has owned/used several brands. When I opened the thread, I suspected that most guys had bought one of any brand and loved it. Kinda like going from a headgate to a squeeze chute. Any of them seem great until you have used enough to see the differences,
PPRM
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jigs

Rancher

Joined: 17 Mar 2005

Posts: 6632

Location: KANSAS

PostPosted: Thu Dec 25, 2008 11:11 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

that was the only flaw I found...and the elect over hydraulic stuff has weaknesses, but I did like the quick couplers at the back of the bed...drilled alfalfa with the pickup on some drown out spots......neighbors thought I was crazy! but the field was 20 miles away, and it was way too cold to run the tractor the drill was on....
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tenbach79

Member

Joined: 22 Dec 2008

Posts: 276

Location: Colorado

PostPosted: Fri Dec 26, 2008 11:51 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

jigs, what weakness does the electirc over hyd. have? Has anyone put it on a automatic pickup or does that really matter? Do you lose any lifting power with the bed if its on a automatic? Which I guess wouldn't have a real effect on it probaly more just a convience factor with it on a pickup with a manual trans. I know a neighbor has it on a Chevy Duramax, and thats what I would put it on but I never talked to him about it much if he likes it or not.
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Oldtimer

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 23848

Location: Northeast Montana

PostPosted: Fri Dec 26, 2008 12:09 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

My Besler bed is on an automatic- and I actually like it better especially for picking bales out of the field where you have so much backing and moving to do....Mines on a 97 Dodge 2500- and I did have to replace the tranny at about 90,000 miles-- but that was after several years- and hauling and/or feeding about 10,000 bales......

I've used all three- and prefer the Beslers and Hydrabeds over the Dew-Eze-- and went with the Besler because of the good local service we had when I bought it...
WesternMBRancher

Member

Joined: 15 Sep 2007

Posts: 12

Location: Manitoba

PostPosted: Fri Oct 17, 2008 11:39 am    Post subject: Made the Investment 
Reply with quote

Well after analyzing our overall input costs and operating cost ( diesel, labor, tractor hours) I have purchased a new Hydra bed and will have it installed on my work dually. I havent heard a bad thing about them.
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Shortgrass

Rancher

Joined: 25 Sep 2006

Posts: 1833

Location: Eastern Colorado

PostPosted: Fri Oct 17, 2008 2:07 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I've had one for 15 years or more, and couldn't get by without it. One of the handiest things on the ranch.
Back to top 


mrj

Rancher

Joined: 21 Feb 2005

Posts: 3317

PostPosted: Fri Oct 17, 2008 5:47 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Pardon my ignorance, but what is a "Hydra bed"?
mrj
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Triangle Bar

Member

Joined: 24 Jan 2008

Posts: 871

Location: S. Central Colorado

PostPosted: Fri Oct 17, 2008 6:42 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Congratulations! I bought my Hydra Bed about a year ago and just love it. I also bought the BaleFlkr for feeding large square bales, works slick.

MRJ, check out this link to the HydraBed site.

http://www.triple-c-inc.com
Back to top 


mrj

Rancher

Joined: 21 Feb 2005

Posts: 3317

PostPosted: Sat Oct 18, 2008 3:30 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

OK, it's a flat-bed bale hauler around here! Hydra bed is a brand name. Not sure if that's the brand used here, or not.
I wonder if more people in this area use a double fork on the back of the tractor and put a couple of bales on the loader, since the tractor is needed anyway.

A hay saving alternative is a bale processor, which is what we use. It also can be used to apply molasses to the hay effectively, as it is processed. It can be set to chop the hay shorter for calves or longer for cows & bulls. Cattle leave almost none of the processed hay for expensive 'bedding'.

mrj

Back to top 


Haytrucker

Member

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 339

PostPosted: Sat Oct 18, 2008 4:19 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Not to sound argumentative; but what is the tractor needed for?

Three Hydra-Beds; a bunch of corn stalks; some cake; feeding irrigated alfalfa, and breaking ice should get them to to calving time.
This from a "feed-wagon" operation. We sure changed the backgrounding heifer operation last year.

No tractor feeding up north; 675 pair with winter range and alfalfa via Hydra-Beds, and five semi-loads of water in the supply tank every week.

If you haven't ranched with a bale-bed, IMO you should.

They're handier than " ____".
The existing seven tractors are to put up the hay....and raise the corn.. and bale the straw.
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WesternMBRancher

Member

Joined: 15 Sep 2007

Posts: 12

Location: Manitoba

PostPosted: Sat Oct 18, 2008 5:52 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

We run a larger purebred operation and we also run two newer JD 20 series front wheel assists and silage truck and and a payloader to load silage with for feedyard . We also own a bale processor and if you make nice nutrient rich hay such as we do running it through bale processor is the biggest waste of money there is (in my own opinion im not trying to insult anybody because we did it that way too.) . We try to keep the manure bill down as much as we can by keeping the cows away from the yard until a month before they calve. The location we keep them until late december is give or take 8 miles away and with price of fuel and tractor wear and depreciation . Also not to mention the time saving factor makes it seem like a big waste of money to drive a $100,000 tractor and haybuster that distance just to destroy the value of the hay and watch it blow away. Dont get me wrong our processor is an ranch tool we would be lost without as we have bed in this country big time in winter and those not so pretty bales are made much more appetizing processing them and lacing them with grain or molasses. I have been throwing the idea around for awhile and I personally feel for our operation that the bale bed will pay for itself and may hopefully save us a bit of money and time in the process Laughing Laughing . Sorry to drag it out I just thought i would give you my reasoning. Im not trying to tell anybody how to do anything this is just a tool that will help us do things easier and more efficently.
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mrj

Rancher

Joined: 21 Feb 2005

Posts: 3317

PostPosted: Sat Oct 18, 2008 6:46 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Our cows are strictly range cows and get fed some hay if pastures are drouthed out or there is too much snow. They don't know where our 'yard' is and the brush and rugged draws provide th shelter during winter and calving during April and May. The cows are wintered in several pastures, the farthest being 25 miles from home.

Water covered with ice isn't a problem anymore, as we have pipelines with either rural water or our own artesian well water in large used tire tanks with partial lids which do not freeze. I will admit we have not had any -40% prolonged temperatures since we put that system in. That might cause some ice needing to be opened! And it probably will happen eventually. Glad we get a few years between those experiences!

The three tractors we have are 'elderly' JD's, bought used long ago. They also take care of our haying needs and pull the feed wagon for the calves wintered in our lot. Guess we did buy a new tractor once, maybe 45 years ago. It was a small Ford and is still serving us well. I think it cost around $2,000.00. One can't even buy a new decent sized lawnmower tractor for that now!

Also not trying to stir anything up. Just find it interesting to compare notes on how we each make things work for our own situation.

mrj
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WesternMBRancher

Member

Joined: 15 Sep 2007

Posts: 12

Location: Manitoba

PostPosted: Sun Oct 19, 2008 2:13 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I also appreciate learning what works for others and find it very interesting. In our case though we are not so lucky we received almost 2 weeks around the -40 to -50 weather last winter. With 2 and 3 ft of snow cover so the cows have to be fed somewhat around here . Dont get me wrong i would much rather have less equipment and and input. I appreciate your input and keep it coming. Also more bale bed owners tell what jobs you have used them for thatI wouldnt think of. Thanks all the best to everyone! Oh ya and we also have a couple elderly JD's that these ones are taking there place in the spraying and grain farming aspect of our operation as well. The 4020's still see many hours though lol.
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Brad S

Rancher

Joined: 15 Feb 2005

Posts: 1190

Location: west of Soapweed

PostPosted: Tue Oct 21, 2008 11:46 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

My hydrabed has worn out 3 pickups and is on its fourth - cornstalks or any rough terrain is hard on your pickup with 1 or 2 bales on it. My Chevys failed at the frame where the steering sector bolts on - 1ton gear is better than 3/4ton gear for a haybed. For new haybed users, keep hay out of the pinch point or you will mess up the deck when you close your bed. Not a big deal, but avoidable.
Alfalfa is almost always your cheapest protein source if you can deliver it evenly without waste - a hydrabed on turfy grass meadows will let you pick up some cow condition in the fall pretty cheap. 5# alfalfa @ $100/ton every other day = .5 units protein per day for #.12 per day. Gathering with the horn on round up day is priceless (well convenient anyway). Honk every time you feed - your horn will need replacing many times.

Get your range calves digesting corn while still on the tit by laying down alfalfa then turning arround and dumping corn on the alfalfa. The cows will educate the calves on what that corn is for. Start out every third dayfor a couple weeks then go to every other day then wean and watch them clean the bunks.
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C Thompson

Member

Joined: 22 Sep 2008

Posts: 39

Location: 150 mile house b.c.

PostPosted: Fri Oct 31, 2008 10:02 am    Post subject: Wintering Cows 
Reply with quote

It is sure interesting to get information straight from the horses mouth.Any other form of info along these lines is usually presented by someone with an agenda or machine to sell.It is also obvious that one way or size doesn't fit all but we can all borrow ideas from one another.As a rule we are a fiercely independant bunch of folks that refuse to look at other ways of doing things because of our reluctance to change what worked for grandpa.Yet here we are sharing ideas and stories with each other on instant typewriters.I can usually find a gem or idea in even the stories I read on this site that I can apply to my outfit.I am pretty stubborn and most of the changes I made for the better were out of the realisation that what I was doing wasn't working at all or anymore due to forces out of my control.I can't think of anything that we do different here that I thought up myself but I did learn to look and listen and steal other ideas that folks like us share with each other.We live along a major highway so there are no secrets here and it is sometimes hard to try new ideas because of that and not all things work out like we hoped but we have made changes that not only improved our bottom line but they are helping us tread water while some of the neighbors are sinking.Cross fencing and bale grazing are the two biggest improvements we have made to our opperation.The fencing cost a bit to do but increased our carrying capacity by at least 30% and added at least one month to our fall grazing even with the additional animals.Bale grazing was an even better no brainer because there was actually a lower cost to implement it as we only needed to start the tractor once every three days and no eqipment other than the loader and the wagon to take it out to the cows.
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Northern Rancher

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 12153

Location: saskatchewan

PostPosted: Fri Oct 31, 2008 11:55 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Bale grazing works well for us-if you get a new hydrabed get one with extendable arms and two cylinders-those big bales make my old bed groan a bit. I never could fathom bale processors hope I never have to-I think alot of guys them so they don't have to cut twine off their bales lol.

WesternMBRancher

Member

Joined: 15 Sep 2007

Posts: 12

Location: Manitoba

PostPosted: Fri Sep 21, 2007 8:19 pm    Post subject: Bale bed choice? 
Reply with quote

Im sure this has been discussed on here but I was just wondering what the good and bad about the different brands of bale beds that are availible as I am in the market for one.

Thanks in Advance
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jigs

Rancher

Joined: 17 Mar 2005

Posts: 6632

Location: KANSAS

PostPosted: Fri Sep 21, 2007 8:30 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I had a dew eze and liked it, except when we went to big square bales, it did not pinch in far enough to grab them. Besler pivots rather than slides, so if I were to get another one, it would be a Besler.
Back to top 


Shortgrass

Rancher

Joined: 25 Sep 2006

Posts: 1833

Location: Eastern Colorado

PostPosted: Fri Sep 21, 2007 9:03 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I have had a Hydra bed for probably ten or twelve years. I have changed pickups under it once. Best thing since Post Toasties as far as I am concerned. I am putting a Hydra Bed Cake feeder on it this fall. It has had very minimum maintaince on it - replaced a bearing once, and changed hoses when I changed trucks.
Back to top 


Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Fri Sep 21, 2007 9:15 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

We have had three Hydra-Beds through the years, and like them very much. This brand would get my vote.
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Oldtimer

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 23848

Location: Northeast Montana

PostPosted: Fri Sep 21, 2007 9:23 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I've had a hydra bed for 10 years-- stacked and fed thousands and thousands of bales- and the only problem I've had is a few blown hoses as it got older....
If its a 20-40 below night I just slap one of those little 1500 watt crankcase magnetic heaters on the tank and plug it in-- in the morning the hydraulic fluid is warm and circulates much easier....
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Brad S

Rancher

Joined: 15 Feb 2005

Posts: 1190

Location: west of Soapweed

PostPosted: Fri Sep 21, 2007 9:58 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I used to live halfway between Sabetha Kansas where Hydrabeds are made and Anthony Kansas where Dew Ezes are made. I have a good friend that would go to nut frys and when everyone got in the beer pretty good start a haybed "discussion" just to laugh at the ensuing war.

My experiance:

Hydrabeds are simpler - the controls are pto cables not switches. the switches always fail at the wrong time I've seen more than a few hotwired Dew Ezees
Hydrabeds are faster - the pivots open simultaneously, not one at a time
Hydrabeds can pick up bales close togather like if you have bale rows too close togather, Dew Ezees can be hard on bale rows next to the bale you're picking up
Hydrabed only uses a 15 gallon pump - on a DewEzee its the big option
Hydrabeds have a better float feature if you are unrolling a bale
Dew Ezees are more operator friendly. especially with the new wireless controlls
Dew Ezees are heavier, but my hydrabed is on its fourth pickup.
Dew Ezees cost about a grand more
Hydrabed - tripple C Mfg is really supportive of their equipment - don't know about Dew Ezee
Final note, get a pump driven off the front of the motor - those starter motor deals are lame with modern balers making such big bales
oh yeah, if you are going to use your bed hard, you need a heavy frame 1 ton no floppy axle ford or torsion bar Chev
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WesternMBRancher

Member

Joined: 15 Sep 2007

Posts: 12

Location: Manitoba

PostPosted: Sun Sep 23, 2007 10:23 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Thanks for the input guys ! I have been leaning to the Hydra-Bed side all along and I have ran a dew- eze and a older hydra bed and liked the hydra bed much better . It will be most likely going on a 98 3500 cummins reg cab 4x4 as we have 3 other duallies for pulling to town and other jobs. If anyone has any more to add it would be appreciated!

Thanks
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Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Sun Sep 23, 2007 1:03 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

WesternMBRancher wrote:

Thanks for the input guys ! I have been leaning to the Hydra-Bed side all along and I have ran a dew- eze and a older hydra bed and liked the hydra bed much better . It will be most likely going on a 98 3500 cummins reg cab 4x4 as we have 3 other duallies for pulling to town and other jobs. If anyone has any more to add it would be appreciated!

Thanks

One of our Hydra-beds is on a 1998 Dodge one-ton regular cab with an eleven foot box and dually tires. I really like this outfit, as we also have a model 1800 caker on it. With this, we can haul 1500# of cake, besides two bales of hay. The extra length on the box and the duals on the back really add to its stability.

frenchie

Member

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 564

Location: nw manitoba

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 12:31 pm    Post subject: Bale decks. 
Reply with quote

Anyone feeding with one of these or something similar . I,m looking to buy one. Your opinons.

http://www.triple-c-inc.com/hydrabed.htm
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Big Muddy rancher

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 14944

Location: Big Muddy valley

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 12:50 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I have a Dew eze on a 95 2500 dodge. I like it but remember it is still a truck you are using.
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Oldtimer

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 23848

Location: Northeast Montana

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 1:04 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I have a Besler Bed I've had almost 10 years now- have went thru 2 trucks with it- hauled in and fed thousands of bales and never had a problem...Works best in the cold when you can keep it in a heated shop as the hydraulics get a little stiff at 30-40 below....Altho I've found that when that isn't possible just sticking a magnetic oil pan heater on the hydraulic fluid tank helps.......
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Northern Rancher

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 12153

Location: saskatchewan

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 1:15 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

I have a Hydra Deck on a one ton 4x4 dualkly-it works pretty good but has a hard time lifting 1800 pound plus bales or the biggest big squares-I use synthetic hydraulic oil which really helps when its very cold. I just run my pump while I'm driving out to stack yard.
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Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 1:30 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

We have a 1998 Dodge one-ton dually with an eleven foot Hydra-Bed. It is a great feed outfit, and we also have the 1800# model caker mounted on the front. Other attachments we use are a dump box (which works very well for feeding ear corn), and a post-hole digger.

All in all, I would give Hydra-Beds a very favorable rating. This is the second one we have had, and neither one has ever caused a bit of trouble or failed to function.

Last winter, I had four hundred cows at a neighbor's ranch. They were in two bunches of two hundred cows each. From the time I left the highway, I could feed both bunches two pounds of cake per cow, feed each bunch four bales of hay (eight bales total), and be back on the highway in an hour. Then it was simply a matter of driving on into town to get the mail, and get a cup of hot chocolate at the gas station before returning home. Wink Smile
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frenchie

Member

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 564

Location: nw manitoba

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 2:46 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Thanks guys..now my next question.. with your current truck bed are you still able to use your truck to pull a gooseneck with.

Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 6:53 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

frenchie wrote:

Thanks guys..now my next question.. with your current truck bed are you still able to use your truck to pull a gooseneck with.

My Hydra-Bed has a door on the platform, approximately eighteen inches square. Just flip the door up and over to open it, and a 2 5/8" ball is ready and waiting to hook up to a gooseneck trailer. With the long eleven foot box, the caker is not in the way at all.
Back to top 


frenchie

Member

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 564

Location: nw manitoba

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 9:13 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Anyone ever use a Jiffy deck?

Back to top 


DJL

Member

Joined: 15 Feb 2005

Posts: 897

Location: southern Alberta

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 9:35 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

If you are talking about the old Jiffy thing that goes in the box of the truck, yes we've used one, and its stone age compared to a Hydradeck or a Dew ease. A lot of truck boxes have been destoyed by the waving arms of the Jiffy, trying to set the bale in the cradle.
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passin thru

Rancher

Joined: 06 Apr 2005

Posts: 2602

PostPosted: Mon Nov 14, 2005 10:15 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Dew Eze here, got no complaints. Best thing since sliced bread. I use it for lifting and hauling everything. It has a flip up ball.
I have heard that Triple C are better for loading big squares as they close tighter than the Dew Eze. Smile
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Rowdy Ranch

Member

Joined: 22 Mar 2005

Posts: 273

Location: KS

PostPosted: Tue Nov 15, 2005 5:37 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Yes, the hydra bed works well. Have one mounted on 1 ton Dodge 2002 and like Soapweed said-it has the flip up door with gooseneck ball under.Ours is very similar to Soapweeds set up and really use it alot and don't know why we did not have one sooner. It sure make feeding a breeze. After weaning the calves we leave the cows in the pastures and feed this way. Also the cattle would probably follow for miles. Have lead them quite a ways with it.

Just have to let the pump warm up a bit in extreme cold. Get one-you will like it.
Soapweed

Rancher

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 11383

Location: northern Nebraska Sandhills

PostPosted: Tue Nov 15, 2005 7:47 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Some of our cows spend quite a bit of the year at a neighbor's place, right next to the highway. Cars, pickups and trucks go by them at all times of the day and night. It is funny watching them, but even when I drive the Dodge by at 65 or 70 mph, they recognize the sound of the engine and all look up expectantly. For as daft as cows are in most ways, it is interesting to observe a spark of brilliance come out in them once in a while. They are hoping for a free handout. Confused Say what? Wink Smile
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Bward

Member

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 149

Location: Alberta

PostPosted: Tue Nov 15, 2005 8:37 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

We had the Jiffy, then the Hydradeck, then the Deweze. Now we have the Multideck made by Falcan industries. http://www.falcan.com/

The one nice thing about the Multi deck is that the arms are extendable and that comes in handy for dropping bales over a fence or into a feeder. The one disadvantage is its weight. We put those air filled shock thingies on to help support and stabilize the deck. Made a world of difference when travelling over rough ground and also keeps the deck from heaving when lifting and dropping bales.
Back to top 


frenchie

Member

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 564

Location: nw manitoba

PostPosted: Tue Nov 15, 2005 9:27 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Bward wrote:

The one disadvantage is its weight. .

Bward What do you have for a truck on the multi-deck?
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Sandhusker

Rancher

Joined: 10 Feb 2005

Posts: 17937

Location: Nebraska

PostPosted: Tue Nov 15, 2005 9:29 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Soapweed wrote:

Some of our cows spend quite a bit of the year at a neighbor's place, right next to the highway. Cars, pickups and trucks go by them at all times of the day and night. It is funny watching them, but even when I drive the Dodge by at 65 or 70 mph, they recognize the sound of the engine and all look up expectantly. For as daft as cows are in most ways, it is interesting to observe a spark of brilliance come out in them once in a while. They are hoping for a free handout. Confused Say what? Wink Smile

Your cows must be Louisiana Democrats.... Wink
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Bward

Member

Joined: 11 Feb 2005

Posts: 149

Location: Alberta

PostPosted: Tue Nov 15, 2005 9:56 am    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

Frenchie: We have a 2003 Dodge one ton dually extended cab under the Multideck.

With the Dew Eze we bought a used 1995 GMC one ton under a long bale deck and eventually the frame cracked from the continual stresses placed on it by the raising and lowering of bales. It cracked just in front of the deck and cost a pretty penny to have it welded. It wasn't the bale decks fault, in fact the Dew Eze was a good bale handler. It was the fault of cheap frame construction in the truck. They make them light and full of holes for less gas consumption. An achilles heal.
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PureCountry

Rancher

Joined: 25 Oct 2005

Posts: 2266

Location: E./central Alberta, Battle River hills

PostPosted: Wed Nov 16, 2005 12:28 pm    Post subject: 
Reply with quote

My Dad bought his first Jiffy in about 1989, I think. Traded it on a newer model - still a Jiffy though - in about 93. He graduated from that straight to a bale shredder in 95. When I took over the farm, I told him to go ahead and sell his $90,000 tractor and I pulled the Jiffy out of the bush, redid the hydraulics and never looked back. It's a pain not being able to use the 5th wheel, but we get by. The '84 Chev dually it's on though is a little too tired to haul our 5th wheel anymore.

As for the Jiffy, I like it. The magnetic heater is a great idea, as well as the synthetic oil. I've replaced every hose and steel line on it w/higher grade hose, but everything on it is stuff you can get at a local parts shop. I don't know about the newer brands, but I can take the 'forks' off of my Jiffy, so I can use the arms alone to pick up heavy gates or panels. I guess where there's hydraulics you'll find all kinds of uses for it.

    Default Re: Bale beds

        Quote Originally Posted by suhrj View Post

        Does anyone out there use balebeds in thier operation?

        What brand works best for you?

        I have a Triple C HydraBed that I am very happy with.
        http://www.triple-c-inc.com/

        Its the HB550(HB55) model mounted on an '05 Ford F550 4x4.

        The bed length is 11' 9" which allows hauling three large round bales. The last bale hangs off the back with the bale arms out at about a 30* angle. The third bale really makes it a more efficient rig for us. I can gather bales much faster with it than any tractor. If only able to haul two bales, the tractor would be faster. Also supplementing cows on corn stalks several miles from home is fast and simple.

        The front bale cannot be reached by the bale arms, but is usually easy to roll back by giving it a small jerk in reverse. Worst case situations have been remedied by using a strap and the bale arms to roll the front bale back. Extensions are also available.

        The H550, being dually width of 78", bale arms are longer and allow dropping bales into most round bale feeders. Don't know if that would work as well with some 1 ton dually pickups, as the 450/550 trucks naturally sit higher. The single rear wheel model width bed is 70", with corresponingly shorter arms.

        I also like the flat deck with removable side rails. Our truck does double duty as the main delivery vehicle for our seed business, and this makes loading pallets really nice. Most other brands have fixed side rails or the bale arms act as side rails which would be a real PIA.
        A friend used to work for an outfit that had four bale beds on similiar 3/4 ton pickups, 2 Hyrdrabeds, 1 DewEze, 1 Brand x?. The hired men always chose the HydraBeds if given a choice. He recommended only putting bale beds on 1Ton or larger pickups. The HB550 size bed would work well on F450/F550 size medium duty trucks, but I would not recommend it for F350 size light duty pickups.

        One drawback to a HyrdraBed is the lack of wireless remote control, which most other brands offer. Also they are definetly not the cheapest, but I feel their ruggedness, reliability and after sale service are worth it. Wish I could say as much for Ford Motor Company, their warrenty and after sale service is very poor. Will be looking at a Sterling/Dodge 5500 for my next medium duty truck.

        Brad

        NE Nebraska 

Re: Deweze style hay beds

Postby cfpinz » Thu Nov 13, 2008 8:07 am

I've got a DewEze and a Hydrabed, if given a choice I'd rather use the hydrabed anyday. A bit simpler and it's easier to control. The arms are built stronger on the hydrabed but the bed itself is heavier on the DewEze. Both can pick up slop in the pivots and bushings. I bought the hydrabed new, picked up a load of them in KS for a local dealer, saved some change that way. Bought the Deweze on an old beat-up truck this past spring, gave $2500 for the truck and bed, ripped the bed off and put it on one of my old trucks. It's got some wear but it's good for a backup. If you buy a used truck/bed, make sure the pump setup will transfer over to the truck you plan to put it on, the engine-specific hydraulic kits can cost over a grand.

As far as trucks go, both of mine are on duallies, they handle the weight better and are more stable. A single-wheel ton truck would be ideal because they go better in the mud/snow but I like the stability of the dual wheels. Whatever truck you put one on it's going to murder the suspension, I suggest a Ford. I've seen quite a few for sale on ebay and other media, most of them are in SW Missouri or eastern KS. If you decide to get a new one of either make, look into going to the factory and have them install it, could save you a bit in shipping.

Re: Deweze style hay beds

Postby agsalesman » Wed May 20, 2009 9:54 am

One thing that you might keep in mind when purchasing a piece of equipment. Take a good look at the company and the service that they provide. I read some of the comments in regards to how heavy the hydrabed is vs the DewEze. That is completly false. I have worked for DewEze for 20 years and can tell you that we build these products to last. We also provide top quality service if you should ever need it. If you should ever have any questions regarding a DewEze bed. Please feel free to contact me.
User avatar

agsalesman

    Beginner

    Beginner

    Posts: 16

    Joined: Wed May 20, 2009 8:37 am

Top

Re: Deweze style hay beds

Postby cfpinz » Wed May 20, 2009 11:26 am

    agsalesman wrote:One thing that you might keep in mind when purchasing a piece of equipment. Take a good look at the company and the service that they provide. I read some of the comments in regards to how heavy the hydrabed is vs the DewEze. That is completly false. I have worked for DewEze for 20 years and can tell you that we build these products to last. We also provide top quality service if you should ever need it. If you should ever have any questions regarding a DewEze bed. Please feel free to contact me.

I've dealt with the service departments of both companies, and both of them are excellent. Outstanding companies. I own one of each of these beds and don't stand to gain anything by recommending one over the other. That being said, if I'm going to be using one of the beds to feed with every day, it would be the hydrabed.
Re: Fix bed or put balebed on?

Postby cfpinz » Thu Dec 16, 2010 10:03 am

    Isomade wrote:Hydra bed, or deweez. I am struggling with the same question.

I've got one of each, if I were going to buy another tomorrow it would be the hydrabed hands down.
God is great, beer is good, and people are crazy.

Default Bale Bed

    One of my bale bed trucks shelled a tranny, again. I'm looking to quickly buy a pickup and bale bed. I might be interested in buying just a used bale bed, if the price if right to stick on an old pickup. Looking for electric over hydraulic if just the bed. If you have the bed and truck, then either electric over hydraulic or under the hood hydraulic will work. Prefer hydra bed, deweze works, willing to look at all brands. Not a bale spike, needs to be an actual 2 handed bale bed. Doesn't have to be perfect, not looking for anything too brand new. Can be in the North-east part of Kansas, all the way to the southwest part of Kansas. Willing to look in Kansas City and Lawrence Area, also in Dodge city area, also Hays area. Family is fairly spread out.

    Thanks

    contact: crkatz@scatcat.fhsu.edu 

mpdrover

Posted 8/28/2011 23:39 (#1935419)

Subject: What is the best bale bed for the money?


North Central Kansas


I’m needing to purchase a new bale bed this fall and am wanting opinions.  Do any of you have beds that you would recommend or encourage to stay away from?  I’m wanting electric over hydraulic and button controls, not levers.  What can you tell me about the pumps?  I think I want a motor mounted pump.  I’m assuming it would be stronger and faster.  I’m also wondering if any of the beds have a good enough hydraulic pump to run a hydraulic motor for winding electric fence, etc.  I’m not sure one could handle this without a cooling system, but not sure.  At this time I’m leaning toward a Cannonball or Hydra-Bed.  I like the dump, and floating arm features of the Cannonball.  I have a friend who has a Hydra-Bed and loves it.  Any advice would be appreciated.


Top of the page Bottom of the page

Ben

Posted 8/28/2011 23:45 (#1935430 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: RE: What is the best bale bed for the money?


North Mo.
I have a deweze since 1994, Have used it to run a grain auger many times used to load a 300bu trailer with it say 3 times a day. One will need a way to step up the rpm's on engine. I would buy another one if looking which I am sort of. Ben


Top of the page Bottom of the page

magreen

Posted 8/29/2011 00:08 (#1935472 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


Northwest Ks
ok you say electric over hyd. witch usually refers to a self contained pump not live hyd. pump of the serp. belt, so im assuming you just meant elec controls, hydrabed does not offer push button controls, as far as a wire winder, if you go with a live hyd. bed i wouldn't worry at all about that we ran a hyd post hole digger, and had plenty of power, have had a deweze and a hydra bed both live hyd, got tired of replacing belts, having to have different size belt than factory, pump whining when having to rev up the motor, ect. currently have a besler elec/hyd and a krogmann elec/hyd, very happy with both beds, as far an elec/hyd vs. live hyd, ya everybody complains about the elec being slower, in avg. conditons its only a couple second each way and im not feeding bales all dang day long that a couple seconds in gunna kill me, there real slow when its cold but ive fed alot of bales in -30 windchill, if you're interested in a hydrabed i would def. look at krogmann either live hyd or elec. models, both are made in sabetha,ks just a few miles apart and the owner of krogmann used to work at hydrabed so its a very very similar bed but with more bracing for a cheaper price, or at least they were 2 years ago when i bought one, as far as cannonballs, its been said on here before that with the tilt bed each time you want to pull a trailer you have to bolt the bed down


Top of the page Bottom of the page

wayneNWAR

Posted 8/29/2011 00:42 (#1935518 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: RE: What is the best bale bed for the money?


north west arkansas
I have an older deweze that we coverted to an electric pump, and it has been flawless.


Top of the page Bottom of the page

cows-n-crops

Posted 8/29/2011 02:25 (#1935568 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: RE: 

We have 2 Hydra-Beds
And love them. Why mess with electric when you can pull a lever and know it will work? Have a mechanic friend who cusses all the electric ones he gets to work on - looking for where they short out, bad connection, solenoids etc.... He bought a new bale bed this past winter and guess what it was? Also can load two bales with the Hydra Bed in the time it takes to load one with the Besler. We have mounted a hydraulic skid loader post hole digger and does a nice job digging holes, so rolling up wire would be no problem. Really like the extra valve at the back of the bed to raise/lower equipment and especially the raw hide corral.

Another feature of the Hydra-Bed is that you can pull the spinners off and put the arms down flush and have full use of your flat bed if you need something to stick out over the edge or load pallets from the side. I do not think this is possible with most of the other brands. May not matter to most but is useful sometimes for us.

I felt like the Hydra-Bed was built heavier than the Besler when we purchased our first one. Also the arms on a Hydra-Bed float up and down while unrolling hay, so it doesn't matter if you stab the bale dead center. The arms are also synchronized so the bale is usually centered on the bed of the truck when you pick it up unlike some of the electrics where one arm hits the bale first and then the other one comes over, so not always centered.
One last thing, I like the quickness of the Hydra Bed so I can raise and lower the bale quickly while unrolling the bale so it leaves little bunches of hay instead of one long single windrow. Six or seven cows will cirle around each bunch and eat allowing more timid cows a better chance to eat. This spreads the manure out more and less hay is crapped on and wasted.
These are just my opinions. To each their own!

Edited by cows-n-crops 8/29/2011 02:36
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cows-n-crops

Posted 8/29/2011 10:26 (#1935873 - in reply to #1935472)

Subject: Re:Replacing belts?



Just curious as to why you had to replace belts often?

I think Hydra-Bed came out with two different pumps - a high speed pump for gas engines and a low speed pump for diesel engines. On one truck we have yet to replace a belt and maybe just one on the older truck probably at least 6 or 7 seasons and usually feeds 10 + bales a day in the winter. If the wrong pump on either engine I could see going through the belts, so was just wondering if that was it or something else?

Top of the page Bottom of the page

Galaxie64

Posted 8/29/2011 13:49 (#1936113 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


SCWY


Have a Hydra and a Cannonball, can only think of one thing I like better about the Hydra bed and that is the ability to turn it on and warm the oil up since it is engine driven and the cannonball is electric. Cannonball beats it out in every other aspect. I think you have conflicting desires though, some covered above. If you have electric over hydraulic it is not engine driven and IIRC they do not give a 3rd outlet with electric, our hydra has the third outlet and we have used it once, nice to have but rarely used. Had to replace the pump on the hydra bed after a few years, probably some of that is from reving the engine to get it to work better, kind of a catch 22. Only thing that has gone out on the cannonball so far in 2 years and 2K bales loaded then unloaded was the solenoid.

If you go to Husker Harvest I am sure cannonball will have a bed there as well as all the other big names, only thing I wish our cannonball had is telescoping arms and that is only because of the 12' bed. Once you have the independent arms you never want to go back to the hydra bed style. As for needing a flatbed all we do is lift the arms up to 90* and pull the sides off the front and there is a flatbed with no sides.
Just imagine this with no bales and the front side boards gone: Photobucket

Another one i have with 5x6's:

Photobucket

Edited by Galaxie64 8/29/2011 13:52
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Harp4430

Posted 8/29/2011 17:26 (#1936292 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: RE: What is the best bale bed for the money?


Northwest MO


Krogmann here and have had zero mantinance in six years.
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mpdrover

Posted 8/29/2011 23:21 (#1937054 - in reply to #1935430)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


North Central Kansas
Thanks everyone. Good information.
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happytrails

Posted 8/29/2011 23:25 (#1937061 - in reply to #1936292)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


Alberta, Canada
I've got a Hydra bed with belt driven hydraulic system and electric controls. Works great and we also use the same hydraulics to operate a heavy hitter post driver. Saves another engine running and works fast with truck idling.
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mpdrover

Posted 8/29/2011 23:30 (#1937071 - in reply to #1936113)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


North Central Kansas


I have a couple qestions about your Cannonball.  One of the earlier posts mentioned you had to bolt down the bed whenever you pulled a trailer.  I thought there was a safety pin that held the bed down.  Is this a hassel?  I will be pulling a trailer frequently with this truck.  What specificlay do you like about the individual controls for the arms?  I wansn't sure if that would be to my benefit or not.  And finally, do the arms float when you are unrolling bales? I like that feature because I don't always stab the bales in the center and that seems to unroll so much better.  Thanks
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cows-n-crops

Posted 8/30/2011 00:55 (#1937224 - in reply to #1936113)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?



It takes a 12' bed to haul 3 bales on the cannonball? LOL I've been known to haul 3 bales with an 8 foot hydra-bed! Kind of tricky, but it can be done. Wouldn't want to go down the road but sure speeds up stacking in the field!

I just about bought a cannonball for the second bale bed but it was going to take an extra 6 weeks to get it and more money. Thought the dumping and hooking to trailers would be nice. Galaxie64, is this the features you like most with the cannonball?

Also, if one arm comes in to grab the bale, and then the other side comes in, do you find that a lot of the time the bale is riding on one side of the truck? Or are you usually centered when grabbing them so it doesn't matter? Can you bring both arms in at the same time? How's the speed of loading compared to the Hydra-bed?
On the main chore truck we use the 3rd valve to run the Hydra feeder and that is handy for us.
Nice pics by the way.

Edited by cows-n-crops 8/30/2011 00:58
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Galaxie64

Posted 8/30/2011 13:43 (#1937866 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


SCWY
The best thing about the individual arms is you can shift the bales wherever you want, if they aren't centered when you grab them just shift them until they are. You can also lay them down and move them over to one side or the other if you want to get closer to a fence for instance.

For pulling a trailer you do have to put 2 bolts in. There is also a latch that is only used for holding the bed down when lifting bales, the latch just connects on a 1/2" bolt so it would break if you tried it with the trailer and had a problem. Personally I've never used the latch, usually dump the second and/or third bale instead of trying to grab it.

The arms float just like all the other beds. You can bring both arms in at the same time if you are good enough with your fingers, speed of loading is the same in the summer with both trucks idling, of course the hydra bed can be sped up by just reving the engine. In the winter when the oil gets cold the electric over hydraulic is incredibly slow and near impossible to warm up. When we got ours a 12' cannonball was cheaper than most 8' beds of other brands that was one of the big selling points as well as the dump feature and the overall beefiness of it. We've hooked and unhooked a trailer twice by dumping the bed and it is kind of more trouble than it is worth, if you got used to it, it might be better.

The 3 bales I have on there are 5.5' tall, the two bales are 6'--IIRC the 8' hydrabed would do 3-- 4' bales but that third was hanging WAY out there. I think if I pulled the tool box off I could easily get 3--6' bales, I can lay two 6' bales on the bed as it is.
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Galaxie64

Posted 8/30/2011 18:31 (#1938221 - in reply to #1935419)

Subject: RE: What is the best bale bed for the money?


SCWY


Took a pic of the bolt that the latch latches to and the plate that the bolts thread into.  The bolt isn't even half inch probably 3/8.  If there is any confusion you can still use the arms with the bed bolted down you just can't dump the entire bed.
Plate, the two holes on the side of the big one are the nuts the bolts go in to, you can see the manual latch in front of the hole for the ball:

Photobucket

Rust spot in the middle of that pipe is where the manual latch makes contact:

Photobucket
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hillfarm91

Posted 8/31/2011 21:53 (#1940317 - in reply to #1938221)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


Holton,KS
I bought a Krogman Bed and have had good luck with it. They were cheaper 6 years ago Ya might price and compare one.
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proud2Bafarmer

Posted 8/31/2011 23:53 (#1940660 - in reply to #1940317)

Subject: Re: What is the best bale bed for the money?


Baldwin City, KS
Real happy with our Triple C hydrabeds. Both came used with pickups that we bought, so I don't know about price competition. I can't see much to go wrong with them. I know of one that is pretty old and seen a rough life that is still going strong.
proud2Bafarmer

Posted 11/15/2011 08:03 (#2050753 - in reply to #2050692)

Subject: Re: Bale spear truck flatbed builders


Baldwin City, KS
I think triple C has a nice spear bed out. Don't know about the cost, but if it's anything like the hydrabed, it's built hell for stout.
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Brett in KS

Posted 11/15/2011 23:24 (#2052052 - in reply to #2050535)

Subject: RE: Bale spear truck flatbed builders


North Central Kansas
Winkle, in Glen Elder KS makes a nice spear bed. I have a friend that has 2 and they are built tough. My favorite is the Pro Spear, made by Tripple C in Sabetha, KS. They are the same company that makes the hydrabed. I have a Tripple C flatbed now and I like it. My next bed will be the pro spear though, i've seen several of them around and like the looks of them, and they are built really well.
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Brett in KS

Posted 11/15/2011 23:25 (#2052056 - in reply to #2050535)

Subject: RE: Bale spear truck flatbed builders


North Central Kansas
Last year, winkles were about $4300 depending on options, and the tripple C pro spears were about $4500.

MU1979

Posted 10/10/2011 22:01 (#1998763 - in reply to #1998117)

Subject: Re: What's a used triple c hydrabed worth?



New Hydrabed for a duel one ton is $9200 installed. Think it is a #350 Just priced it last month.
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Big Square

Posted 10/10/2011 22:06 (#1998778 - in reply to #1998117)

Subject: RE: What's a used triple c hydrabed worth?


Eastern Half of Kansas
It gets expensive when you go switching beds, and having to buy motor pump brackets.

I gave $3500 for probably a 20 year old one. Good shape as far as I know.
fourbrats

Posted 2/16/2011 20:20 (#1617932)

Subject: Hay bed on truck



I have a cannonball hay bed. I blew a hydraulic hose today and I lost all of my fluid trying to get arms back up. My question is why is the tank located where you cannot fill it without raising bed. Had to lift bed up with tractor loader to refill it. Anyone else had the same problem ? Why is hyd tank not located where you can gain access easily ?
Forums List -> Machinery Talk
Message format

seedcleaner

Posted 2/21/2010 18:45 (#1086301)

Subject: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


Mid-Missouri
Having an ongoing issue with a ~04 Deweze with live hydraulics. When squezing a bale, all works fine. Then, when you go to raise the bale, the arms have a tendency to release slightly when the bale begins to raise. I was told the spool valve may be "stretched" and that the bigger engine driven pumps can cause this. A prevention is to relax the hydraulics before parking truck?.?. On a long haul with a bale, the arms can relax enough that the bale may drop, but the biggest portion of unwanted arm squeeze is when the arms are immediately raised. What should I look for? The hydraulic componentry is on the left in the headache rack. Thanks.

greasegun

Posted 2/21/2010 19:01 (#1086332 - in reply to #1086301)

Subject: Re: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


W.C. Mo.
Wish I had seen your ? this morning. Was talking to the deweze rep at farm show today. Sorry, no answers. BTW, good to meet you in person the other day, you have a good lookin family.

seedcleaner

Posted 2/21/2010 19:10 (#1086342 - in reply to #1086332)

Subject: Re: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


Mid-Missouri
Thanks. Was the rep. Wally? I met him a year ago and talked briefly Friday as well. Funny guy. He was more interested in getting his promo video running but did say a stretched spool valve. It was good to meet you as well. I think we met before but has been awhile. Let me know if you need anything. Ed

NEMOScott

Posted 2/21/2010 20:33 (#1086481 - in reply to #1086342)

Subject: Re: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


Callao, Missouri
How many big is the pump? Ours is an 11, and although a 94..we have never had a problem like that. Our valve stack is under the bed. Its really a nice place to work whenever it's about 35F and muddy.
How about a leak or bad cylinder? Are you squeezing them tight enough not to turn as they lift?

seedcleaner

Posted 2/21/2010 21:37 (#1086642 - in reply to #1086481)

Subject: Re: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


Mid-Missouri


The bed on our 89 Ford sounds like yours. It is quicker but won't lift quite as much with the smaller lift cylinder. I can tighten the relief valve some, but then the double v belts will slip the pump. The newer model is slower but will lift more. I am not sure the gpm on its pump mated to the cummins.

NEMOScott

Posted 2/21/2010 22:21 (#1086751 - in reply to #1086642)

Subject: Re: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


Callao, Missouri
Dad's truck has an 11gpm and mine is a 13gpm. If I did it over again, I would own an 11 as well. The 13 is too jerky at idle to do much. We have a hand throttle to speed up Dad's truck if we need more flow. I prefer that system.
Rich

Posted 2/21/2010 21:26 (#1086618 - in reply to #1086301)

Subject: RE: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


Kansas
What happens after you raise the bale if you tigten the arms again? Will they stay tight as you go down the road or will the pressure bleed off enough to loose the bale still?

If they bleed off, I would first check the squeeze cylinders for an internal leak. If it's anything like my 94 bed it's two cylinders butt welded together and then the ram is attached to each arm. I am not familiar with anything newer then a 97 bed.

Something else you might consider is putting a pressure gauge on the arms. Watch it as you start to raise the arms and see how much pressure you are loosing. Is there a chance you do not have your arms lined up so they both squeeze? One is almost at the end of it's ram run and the other is trying to scoot the pickup over to clamp, then as you raise, the bale shifts and there isn't enough pressure on the bale to hold it?

Just a couple thoughts.

ks8780

Posted 2/21/2010 22:29 (#1086771 - in reply to #1086301)

Subject: Re: Spool Valve trouble: DewEze bale bed....


Jewell County KS
I've got a small problem with an '06 482 bed in that when lowering the arms and you release the button the arms will continue on for a good foot or so before they stop. After that everything works fine. It did not do this when new and I have'nt had the time to look into it further. Otherwise I could not be without a bale mover on a pickup.

